East Link Light Rail

Cl
)
W

/anl\?‘/\

o
o8
- ;y//
,\(}}

MERCER SLOUGH NATURE PARK / WINTERS HOUSE

Mercer Slough Nature Park

Extensive public involvement by Bellevue residents and
businesses helped inform tHgellevue City Council and Sound
Transit Board of Directors in their final approval of the
alignment of the East Link light rail extensinrBellevue The
selectedalignment wassubject tocomprehensive
environmental review [

in which parkland and |
historicimpacts to
Mercer Slough Nature Pavkere disclosedMitigation to offset
permanent impacts and impacts duriagnstruction is captured in the
East Link Final Environmental Impact Statement, the subsequent
Record of Decisiomnd the original and amendddemorandum of
UnderstandingMOU)between the City and Sound Transit.

Per the MOU Exhibit Rhe City will transfeapproximately2.03acres of property from Mercer Slough Nature
Parkto Sound fansit(Area Aon attached majpalongwith several different tpes of permanent and

temporary easements for the projecOf that property,1.06acres were originally acquired with state and
federal grant fundingAreas A-1 and A2). Those properties were only transferable to Sound Transit following
regulatory approwls from the state and federal agencies that provided the original grant fun@iegulatory
approval requires replacement of the transferred propertrgth property of like function and values.21

acres (Ared) wereacquiredon the east side of the pkigenerally known as the Moon/Raoss properties)
connecting two sections of park that have long been separated. Regubgtprgvalghat this property was
adequate replacement for areasiAand A2 were obtained inApril 2015 for the State of Washingtoma
December 2015 for the federal National Parks Service.

The remainder of th@arkland being transferred to Sound Transit were originally purchased with local park
bond fundingor with city general fundsThis remainder parkland is not subjectttee samereplacement
requirements as the properties acquired with state and federal grant funding; however, mitigatidre

provided for the conveyance of property originally acquired with local park bond fund@ngh mitigatin

includes a combination of property and park improvements to the City of Bellevue, such as: 1.63 acres of
additional land (Area C) from Sound Transit for Mercer Slough Park; and $2.34 million in payments to support
construction of new trails and park fatiéis impacted by the East Linkoject (see concept figures on page 2
Additionally, mitigation is designed into the East Link project including the lidded trench to be constructed in
between the Winters House and Bellevue Way SE; over six acres ofdvatldnwetland buffer restoration

within Mercer Slough Nature Park; and planting of over 2,800 trees to offset the 691 being removed.

This transfer was alssubject to NEPA/Section 4(f) review 8o u n d  Traderal environmental process
relative to aty impacts of East Link alignment. The alignment went through additional public review, public
testimony, and public hearings relative to actions taken by the Bellevue City Céutulifional mtigation for
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impacts toMercer Slough is addressedMOU ExHiit O, the East Link Final Environmental Impact Statement
and the Federal Transit Administration Record of Decision.

Construction of East Link in south Bellevue wil!/ re
material. Sound Transit hasnindicated the exact amount of dirt to be removed just from the Mercer Slough

Nature Park, but has noted the entire South Bellevue segment, f@0rtd East Main Station, will remove
approximately 260,700 cubic yards. This dirt will come from constmuctf columns for the aerial guideway,

trenching for the light rail line in front of the Winters House, guideway construction north of the Winters

House and guideway construction as the light rail line travels north along the east side"ofveirfie NE,

crosses under 112Avenue NE, travels along the west side of"1A%enue NE to the East Main Station.

Mercer Slough Park Osbo Trail and New Farm Retail Structure
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F. W. Winters House

During the desigand engineering g
phase of East Link, potential impacts &

Archeology andistoric Preservation §&
This analysis was published and
subject to public comment tlmugh 3
the Environmental Impact Statement [
(EIS) process. =

The F. W. Winters House is owned and maintained by the City of Bedladue listed on the National Register
of Historic Place&(NRHP). The facility is available for putdittals Eastside HeritamyCenter EHGalso
provides educatiosbased programas part of aservice agreement with the City.

Winters House will be closed during East Link constructikssuch, he EHC will need temporarilyrelocate
as early as October 2016 so that the structure is vacant d&@sg Linlconstruction. Sound Transit is working
with EHC through its relocation program, which focess that isndependent of the CityOnce construction
is complete, EHC will retutn Winters House

When the Winters House was listed on tNRHHNn 1991,

the listing included a 5@ot boundary around the building.
The pupose of thisvas to assure review of any potential
impacts to the buding as a result of development activities

taking place around ifThisNRHRboundary helped identify 1 The alignment exits the-80 center roadway,

The East Link light rail extension in South Bellevug
will include the following features:

mitigation fromknownenvironmental impactss the crosses over webkbund F90, and continues
Winters House and other historical and archeological elevated on the east side of Bellevue Way SE
resourcesn the East Link corridavere evaluateduring to the South Bellevue Station, which is locate
the East Link EIS process at the current site of the South Bellevue Park
A Memorandum of Agreemen2(11) exists between & Ride (P&R).
Sound Transit, thEederal Transit Authority and the The South Bellevue Station includes a five
WashingtorDepartment of Archeology and Historic level parking structure (offerig
Preservatiorregarding the safeguarding of the Winters approximately 1,500 parking stalls) built on
House prior tcand duringand afterEast Link construction. the site of the existing P&R; three stories will
be visible above Bellevue Way SE.
Key activities to protect theuildingduring construction From the South Bellevue Station, the
will includefrequent city inspectionsinstalledmonitoring guideway alignment transitions to a retained
devices to detect ground movement, and-site evaluation cut/trench on the east side of Bellevue WSE
by geotechnical engineerd excaation and construction within Mercer Slough Nature Park to the
As a final measur&sound Transit will be responsible for intersection of Bellevue Way SE and 112
repairs to protect tshoeldstr Avenue SE. In front of the Winters House, the
damage occur during East Link constructanwvell as route is in a lidded trench, approximately 170
throughout the first year of light rail operation feet long.
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